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Emerging Social and Cultural Issues of Development in

Gujarat and India*

N. Rajaram

The focus of this paper is on social
and cultural issues of development.
Today, development has become the
buzz word of contemporary discourse.
On hoardings behind buses and bill
boards in cities of Gujarat the words
‘the only word of Gujarat-
Development, Development and
Development’! is displayed
prominently. It has become the
catchphrase of contemporary political
debate and has caught the imagination
of people of not only in Gujarat but
the whole country. In a short span of
time, Gujarat has become the cynosure
of the world, literally. Today,
‘development’” has come to be
considered as “natural and necessary”
(Rist, 2008:43); it also refers to the way
western society has developed being
extended to all other societies (Rist,
2008:44; Latour,1993:97-106)).

Development refers to a desired
outcome of change, which is
consciously planned and navigated by
the state. It refers primarily to economic
outcomes; and so nowadays distinction
is being made between ‘economic’ and
its ‘social’ dimensions - by various
bodies including the UN, by
emphasising ‘human development’

indicators as way to compare nations
and regions of the world. Sociologists,
along with others concerned with
development, have been emphasising
‘social development’ as a category and
concept through which to analyse the
phenomenon. Justice, especially social
and individual justice, would be a core
concept of development, for economic
development often raises the questions
- development for whom? This refers
to the obvious fact that development
has implications for various social and
cultural groups affected by it. The
processes of development - the how
question of how it takes place- also has
links to issues of justice.
Development, as mentioned earlier,
is a loaded term, which refers to the
processes as well as to outcomes of
those processes. Thus the
concentration is not only on the
outcome but the path, the means by
which the outcome was reached. In the
following sections I examine how
development while showing continuity
is still grappling with issues of moving
from injustice to justice, from inequity
to equity, from greed to sustainability,
exclusion to inclusion, from alienation
to a processes of involvement and

e This is a revised paper of the keynote address titled Social & Cultural Issues of Development
- in Panel 1 of 21°t Conference of Gujarat Sociological Society held at Department of Sociology,

Saurashtra University, Feb 1, 2014
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participation of people being affected
by development.
I

The ‘age of development’began
when President of United States of
America, Harry S. Truman in his
inauguration speech on January 20,
1949 declared the people of ‘Southern
hemisphere’ as ‘underdeveloped’
(Sachs, 2010:xvi; Esteva, 2010:1; Escobar,
1995:3; Rist, 2008:70-72). Thus began the
era whereby former colonies - in the
aftermath of Second World War- of Asia
and Africa and Latin America, hoped
to catch up with the developed west.
Globally at that time there were two
competing models - the Soviet state
dominated model of development and
the other that of west - where markets
dominated.

India embarked upon mixed path
of development; but bulk of major
sectors of the economy were state
controlled, and the presence the state
was everywhere and all visible. It
followed a worldview that state knew
what is good for the economy and
society; and thus needed to control the
production and distribution of
resources and services. This resulted in
centralisation of decision making, and
the creation of an elite who used their
influence and power to increase their
power, status and wealth. It was an era
in which the pursuit to ‘modernize’ -
in an attempt to catch up with the
developed countries, by following top
down path of development; there was
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a search for one -common -solution to
problems which often varied owing to
social and cultural differences.

By the beginning of the last decade
the twentieth century, globally there
was a change- a change brought about
by technology. Changes in ICT ushered
in what we now call the age of
‘globalisation’. This was the era which
marked the collapse of eastern Europe
in 1989 and ultimately Soviet Union
itself in 1991 and along with it, its model
of development. The state controlling
the levers of economy and society no
longer held that appeal; and Marxian
ideology got a setback. In India the age
of globalization, more or less coincided
with the opening of Indian economy
to forces of privatization and making
the market take centre stage, marking
the end of approach to development
termed Nehruvian, but inspired by
Soviet ideas. It was the beginning of
neo-liberal era.

The age of globalisation marked
easier movement of finance and capital
- but not of labour. Now manufacturing
shifted to countries of the south; and
with the liberalising of economies,
“goods, money, information, images
and people” now started flowing across
frontiers and gave “rise to a
transnational space in which
interactions occur freely, as if national
spaces did not exist” (Sachs, 2010:vii).
This resulted in the expansion and
growth of middle class, who now were
consuming goods and leading a style




of life which their parents could not
think of. Globally there was a
geographical shift to the ‘south; and
this has been now taken note of bodies
like UNDP (2013) which titles its latest
human development report as “The
Rise of South: Human progress in a
diverse world”. This report notes the
emergence of countries of the South,
and states that

“by 2020, according to projections
developed for this Report, the combined
economic output of three leading
developing countries alone—Brazil,
China and India—will surpass the
aggregate production of Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom and
the United States. Much of this expansion
is being driven by new trade and
technology partnerships within the
South itself (UNDRP 2013:iv)

Globally and in India, now
development has come to refer to
‘market’ driven growth and
development. Berthoud (2010: 75) says
“undeniably, our time is characterized
by a deep belief in the powers of the
market to solve the world’s
development problems”. He goes on to
say that “ in the west, there is a broad
consensus that market capitalism...(is)
the best possible system for the whole
of humanity”. In India this shift in
thinking began in the late 80s. In India,
over the last two-three decades, the
state actively has encouraged more and
more sectors of the economy to be
controlled by the market. Gujarat for
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long has been an area has been known
as a place of trade and commerce. Given
its long coast line, people residing in
what is today’s Gujarat have had trade
relations with the middle-east and
Africa. Gujarat is known as a developed
state (Hirway & Mahadevia, 2007:1); in
fact it has a history of doing well
economically. The people of the state
are known for their entrepreneurial
spirit and cities and towns are known
as industrial hubs. Besides this, it was
a region where alternative economic
institutions - like cooperatives, with
Amul being the most famous - and
SEWA - the largest union of women
workers in the informal sector - have
emerged and flourished for a long
period.

So with the changing of gears in
Indian economy, owing to forces of
neo-liberalism, and the economy
opening up to forces of globalisation,
Gujarat only accelerated in its
economic development. But now,
market and private capital, became the
engines of economic development.
Some of the institutions which were
doing well in the Gujarat and which
were under state control - called a
‘navratnas’ (nine gems) like IPCL
(Indian Petrochemical Corporation)-
were privatised! This has been carried
to giving licenses to companies to mine
in areas which were restricted and the
most recent instance of this is reflected
in the cancellation of licenses of nearly
50 percent of leases in Vadodara and




Chhotaudepur districts?. Further, this
process of privatisation was carried to
other arenas as well - which would
otherwise be considered to be the
concern of state like education and
health. India’s growing middle classes
have embraced this market driven
model of development (Rajaram, 2013,
2012) in a big way. But this shift to
market control has resulted in
continuance of issues of social and
cultural concern, while at the same time
creating a new ones. The shift to market
to expedite the development path has
been iatrogenic!
II

Scholars like Comeliau (2002:80)
point out “The operation of the market
... is intrinsically a mechanism for the
cumulative strengthening of
inequalities, especially once it becomes
the dominant mechanism of social
regulation”. So Rist (2008:230) points
out that there is “something absurd
when the international agencies bewail
poverty and claim to be engaged in a
struggle against it, while at the same
time they stress the need to make
markets work better for the poor”.
Sachs (2000:13) quotes from Human
Development Reports of 1998 that “in
1996, the 20 percent of the world
population living in affluent countries
had an income at their disposal 82
times higher than the poorest 20
percent of the world population; in
1960, it was just 30 times higher”. Global
inequality is only increasing.
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So what is happening to the

economy in India is thus not
surprising. It is now increasingly
accepted, that in the era of

globalisation and liberalisation, the
informal sector in Indian economy, has
only expanded. The Arjun Sengupta
Committee Report -officially known as
National Commission for Enterprises in
the Unorganised Sector - in its report of
2007 (NCEUS, 2007:i) states that there
was “a higher growth rate of
employment during 1999-00 to 2004-05.
But the additional employment created
during this period was entirely
informal, whether in the unorganised
or organised sector”. The same report
goes on to state that “ informal workers
now constitutes 92 percent of the total
workforce”. Perhaps this can be best
illustrated in Gujarat where the
organised private textile mills have
declined; and correspondingly there has
been a growth in the informal sector
power-looms especially in cities like
Surat. Even by 2004-05, a large
proportion of population in India was
poor; and that “77 percent of the
population had a per capita daily
consumption of upto Rs. 20/- (in 2004-
05)”(NCEUS, 2007:i). The social
consequences of increasing
informalisation of economy has
resulted that the benefits of growth has
gone to a small section; and that the
inequality between well off and the
poorer sections had increased. Thus
this borne out indirectly, as the number




of persons who filed income tax returns
in 2012, was “only 3.5 crore people, or
2.89 percent of the country’s total
population of more than 121 crore, file
income tax return in India” according
to Finance Minister P. Chidambaram?.
This strengthens the exclusionary
process of those who are lower in the
class ladder. Besides these exclusionary
processes, the language of market -
which is measured only by money -
itself changes social relations into
monetary relations. Human relations
are reified in market relations and thus
strengthen the process of alienation,
which was well explained by Karl Marx
in Economic & Philosophical
Manuscripts of 18444,

Thus we see old and new forms of
exclusionary processes at work.

III

The second set of issues is to do
with development in the age of
globalisation. Changes in ICT
technology has changed the way we
conduct our social relations in the
public and private spheres. While new
technology has helped to overcome
traditional barriers to market relations,
by making transfer of funds through
the click of a mouse on the computer,
it also has brought changes to the way
we keep in touch with each other. Thus
the cell phone -which has made the
traditional land line phone passe- has
become ubiquitous. While access has
become easier, it also has become
intrusive, with people calling and
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disturbing on holidays and after office
hours. Further, it rings so often that
conversations between two persons are
rarely smooth and free of the ring of
the mobile.

It has also made changes in the
way we conduct our relations in the
private sphere, viz. the family and
others with whom we are close. ICT has
enabled spouses to be in touch and yet
work either in separate places, either
within the same country or even across
transnational space. Thus the notion of
family and family bonds in sociology
has undergone a change; it no longer
refers to a group living in close
geographical space (that is proximity)
as one could still have close bonds
across physical space, as regular and
frequent communication enables
bonds to be strengthened and
reinforced. Marital ties, sibling relations
and family ties have taken a new
meaning.

The new developments in
technology of communication has also
blurred the private-public distinction.
Communication is now through face
book and such other social media sites,
where in people put a lot of intimate
and private information. But once
uploaded, and even if eliminated from
your account, they do not get
eliminated from the cyber world. So
some times the private information for
consumption of personal family
members - can become public. Thus
many of you might have had this




experience of when you switch your
computer, a greeting awaits you by
greeting you ‘happy birthday’.

Now your purchases, eating habits,
leisure time activities and all such
transactions; done through credit card/
debit card are all used by various
agencies to keep a tab on you. Much
more this technology is such, that since
you carry your phone with you, you can
be traced and tracked. There is no
private sphere for a person; every aspect
of a person’s life is public.

Thus at one level it has enabled
human beings to feel safe and seek
help, but at the same time It has also
made them more vulnerable as the
information put up on social media
sites are used by companies to target
them for selling their goods and
products.

Social processes are affected by this
emphasis on market dominated
development. At the societal level, the
processes of inter-relations are based
on materialism. Materialism and the
pursuit of it is the hall mark of ‘success’;
and all other pursuits or achievements,
if not translated into material terms, is
‘meaningless’ in social terms. Thus it
affects family, community, social and
cultural bonds. Material consumption
is a pursuit in which people search for
a never attainable happiness and
meaning.

Further, in this market driven
culture, all achievers are valorized; but
if they are from marginal section, their
achievement is all the more for the
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have arrived in spite of odds. Their
success - be it in sports like that of Mary
Kom, a tribal from Manipur or the
success of a dalit writer or others in
other professions are often received as
success of the individual; but the social
discrimination of which they are a
victim, tends to get side lined and not
become part of the discourse. Thus in
today’s discourse, there is less talk of
the social structure and more of the
individual! So In the contemporary
discourse, social aspects of relations
become opaque and every achievement
is a celebration of the individual.
v

At the cultural level, the present
path of development has resulted in
certain issues emerging. Post-
modernists have referred to this
emerging’ culture as pastiche art
(Jameson, 1991: 16-18;) - that which is
imitative of others, while Baudrillard
(1998; 110-111) refers to as ‘kitsch’, the
common art objects of a consumerist
society. All this is seen in India of today,
in terms of dress, gadgets and food that
is consumed; a common life style is
emerging globally, where the middle and
aspiring middle wish to shop in malls
and go to see movies in multiplexes.
Thus whether it is Delhi or Vadodara
or Anand, the mall culture has become
ubiquitous. But there are other areas
where its influence and impact is seen
in more dramatic ways.

Experts on language point out that
the language of market dominates in
communication, be it English or Hindi




in India. Thus other languages are
losing out. In our multi-lingual
situation, the nature of language spoken
seems to be going the way of material
culture. There is a lot of code switching
and code mixing in the media, films
and in daily use®.

Thus in this context, it is not
surprising to note that in a recent
survey - ‘People’s Linguistic Survey of
India’ project -the director of the
project, Ganesh Devy, recently
announced that they have found “780”
languages spoken in India; and during
the last 50 years, 220 languages have
been lost®. Ganesh Devy further states
that “languages live if people who speak
the languages continue to live. So we
need to look after the well- being of the
people who use those languages, which
means we need a micro-level planning
of development where language is
taken as one factor”. Thus the model of
development has to be different from
that which is at being followed.

\Y

To conclude, the reaction to the
above by scholars working on
development is that the present model
of development - be it state driven or
market driven - will only perpetuate
injustice, inequity, alienation, exclusion
and deprivation of resources. What is
needed is to abandon this ‘west’ based
model; reformulate social relations with
ecology, and change the existing model
of development, by including social
justice and improve in living
conditions (Rist, 2008; Sachs, 2000, 2010;
Latouche:2009). These issues confront
us in India and the state as the present
path of capitalism perpetuates a
lifestyle based on ‘waste’ and pollution;
and the need for sustainable
development has become problematic.
The issues which emerge from present
path is to look for alternatives which
focuses on ‘social’ development
(Ooomen, 2013), ensures social justice,
increases inclusion and is participatory,
decentralised and sustaining.
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Notes

. This was and is seen on the billboards displayed during the months (January to April 2014)
leading to the general elections of 20114.
. See Divyabhaskar, Vadodara, February 15, 2014, p.2. According to the news item in the paper,
of 584 leases in vadodara-Chhotaudepur districts, 50 percent would be affected by the High
Court order of cancellation of leases for not getting prior permission of central government.
. This information was given by Finance Minister P Chidambaram, while addressing the 5th
meeting of the parliamentary consultative committee attached to his ministry on Wednesday,
December 19, 2012 in New Delhi. He also went on to say that “Only 14.6 lakh people have
declared their income of Rs.10 lakh and above for tax purposes, which is not realistic” . Source:
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/299566/less-3-percent-File-income.html: (accessed Jan
14, 2014)
. See Karl Marx: Economic & Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, pp. 29-35. Source: -http://
www.libcom.org/library/1844-manuscripts-karl-marx (accessed Jan 13, 2014)
. Code switching and code mixing refers to using two languages while speaking. Examples
bound - like a Bollywood film was titled “jab we met”, where jab refers in Hindi to ‘when’ and
the subsequent two words are from English. In speech, Indians switch from English to Hindi
or Gujarati (in Gujarat) or other languages depending upon the context.
. See the blog written by David Lalmalsawma; source: http://blogs.reuters.com/india/2013/
09/07/india-speaks-780-languages-220-lost-in-last-50-years-survev/ (accessed: December 10,
2013)
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